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Steve Matthews: I am here today August 12, 1971 at

the home of Mrs. Charlotte Corner at 1127 Kensington

Road, McLean, Virginia. Mrs. Corner wa instrumental

in the opening of the Franklin Sherman School and

she has been active in the McLean Community for half

a century. This is Steve Matthews speaking. First,

Mrs. Corner, I would like to ask you, can you tell

us something about your parents? and where you were

born?

Charlotte Corner: Well, I was born in ".icago and

my father was born in New York City and his father

was from England, Oxford, England.
I'd like to go sometime.

And that’ s where

He was sent back to England

chool when he was a child, and they were veryto

And I used to complain about studying Latin,strict.
He'd say, well he had to pick uphow hard it was.

Latin when he was nine years old.
S.M.: h my gosh.
u.C.: And then my mother was born in Lafayette, Indiana

and her father was the first registered druggist in

the state of Indiana. And he was from this Avery

family that I said was, they were - the only Revolution-
ary War battle that was fought in Connecticut was fought

nw

r*

on his ancestors farm.
S.M.: My gosh.

thirteen that fought in the battle,r r •o- • •• And there were
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and , I think, nine were killed. And Benedict Arnold

betrayed then and they wouldn't surrender, but they

had to give up, that's where we have our reunions

the Avery family, up there.
ror

S.M.: In Connecticut.
And I was a twin.w 'J * *

Q M • Well, what do you know.
I started out in life rather, I was born prematurely

and I had three older brothers and my parents were so

C.C.:

happy to think they had a little girl and then when two

came, well, they were just thrilled. But my twin sister

was a blue baby and she only lived to be three days old.
But the second day, my father was so excited about this

having twins and they were so anxious to save this other

twins life and he picked up a blanket and threw over the

other twin and I was in the blanket and went sailin' off

on the floor.

S.M.: Oh no.

So my mother said that he was just almost besiden p •\j * %

_
*' t •

himself, he said that if I was the one that died, be

would have thought that he had killed me, but evidently

I didn't have any ill effects from it and so I survived.
Y }A • You 'were born in Indiana?

C.C,: No, in Chicago.
S.M,: That's right you said Chicago.

C.C,: Uhum. ne . was with a banker fbrhthe manufacture

Later onfirm of Calder-Bradley Manufacturing Co.
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Sears-Roebuck bought it.
When did you come to this area?S.M.:
Well,G.G.: I left Chicago when I was four years old.
Oh, not very long.S.M - -

n Yes. Then we moved to a place called Kankakee,C. • f

Illinois, I don’t know whether you’ve ever heard cf it

or not?

S.M.: Yes, I’ve heard of Kankakee.
It was a family affair, the whole business and

it in time you. know how families deteriorate and

n n •V 0 V 9 *

everybody in the family had to have some office.
M.; Oh dear.s,- *

C.C.: And then heWell, you know all about that.
finally got, well he retired , he bought a farm down

And that!s where I came to Virginia

when I was about fourteen, so I’ve lived in Virginia

here near Warrenton.

most of my life.
S.M.: Yes, you have.

* v

But, later on there was. another baby born, aft p .
j «\J ••

little girl and she was six years younger than I

was and she went to Farmville, the same school I did

then taught and she taught in a college up in

Pennsylvania, at Clarion.
S.M. Oh sure, I've been to Clarion.
C.C. 'lave you been there?

es. We went through there on the way to school.
Well,she taught there for quite a good many years.

Did you live near Warrenton?

S.M. V
J.

C.C,
S.M. In Warrenton,now.
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Well, always consider that my horse.
it was between Warrenton and Culpeper,

near the Rappahannock River, a place called Remington.

C.C.: T It wasn't
right in Warrenton,

I don't know whether you're familiar with the are down

there.
S.M.: Yes, I'm familiar with it, that's Fauquier County

isn't it?

C.C.: Yeah. So, Virginia suffered terribly from the

Civil War and coming from the West where I really

did have a good foundation in my grammar school. In

fact when I graduated from eighth grade, I thought

that I didn't really need anymore education, cause I

had finished grammar and arithmetic and history and

I just knew about everything there was to know. But,

I found out I was mistaken and then I came down here

and the schools were not good,

change.
Oh it was quite a

And then none of us had uever lived on a

farm.
S.M.: Oh, that was a change.
C.C.: But we survived.
S.M.: Sure.
C C.: Well, the schools in Remington, they had just

opened up a new high sdhool, but I was ahead of the

highest grade there. And it just pretty near killed

me to think of losing all that time, so I went down

to Farmville.
S.M,: You entered . .

Well, it's hard for anybody to realize the conditionn n •



c

of education then. No, I only had one year of high

school work when I 'went to Farraville. And, graduated

there in three years.
S.M.: Oh, gee.

C.C.: But, I don't approve of doin that, i tell you

I really did go after it.
Q M • Sure, you must have. You must have been a go-getter.

Do you know where Farmville is?P P •\j *\J t •

That's Prince Edward County is it?

Well, you know your history, pretty well.
So, they didn't have summer school then and I took

more, they were lax then, I mean, if a person really

S.M.: Yes.
C.C.:

wanted to get ahead, they could just shoot ahead,

because there were not too many rules and regulations.
Just, kind of if you get on the right side of the

professor, one professor let me come to class without

registering me.
examination, but then I got credit for it but if I

I took all the work, took the

had been registered for it, I would have taken too

So that's the way I gotmany credits for the year,

my . . . and then my history professor said that I

could study history at home during the summer and he

gave me an examination, that's the way I got my credits

there.
S.M.: Oh, my gosh.

Nov/, my sister, she was only nine or ten years old

when we went there to Remington and she went to school

C.C,:

in fourth grade but she justand she was supposed to go

took a seat in the fifth grade and that's where she
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The schools were not well organized. You seestayed.

in Virginia, in the South, it was a custom to send

your children to private schools and it wasn't just

the right thing for the public schools.

S.Wh_: They weren't particularly good therefore because . .
C,C.: Oh no. And then nobody can realize how much the

South suffered during the Civil War.
There was still evidence at the time you came?S,M.:

C.C.: Oh! You just couldn't realize the . . . and I

know I visited a cousin of my mothers and she was a

real daughter of the American Revolution and I was up

there talking to her and I said somethin' about the

Civil War and she said she doubted that there ever was

a Civil War.
S.M,; Oh my gosh.

And I said "If you lived where I did you would have

But you see when we fight

our enemies now after we win why we turn around and put

C.C.:
known there was a Civil War."

them back on their feet.
S.M.: That's it.

But nothin' was dene like that, the country wasC.C.:
just desolate.

Yeah. We're kind to the people that aren't closeS.M.:
to us and then . .

I think if LincolnC.C.: Well, that was due to . .
Thev hadhad lived things would have been different.
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a - you can't help but admire the people, because they

And poverty didn't crush them.
They just lost (she shakes her head), and well, I

guess you don't want to hear all that.
Where did you first teach?

At Williamsburg.
At Williamsburg.
Yes, uhura.

had a strong character.

S.M.
c.c.
S.M.
C.G.
S.M. And how soom after vou. left Farmville?

Well, I graduated in 1911 and then went theC.C.
folloi'/ing, let's see I graduated in June and went to

Williamsburg in October, I think. The schools only

had eight months, and some of 'em, many of 'em over

the state only had five and six.
S.M.: Oh, my gosh. Five and six months and that was

the school year.
C.C,: Uhura. That was the school year.

And you only taught in Williamsburg one year?

C.C.: Yes, uhura. Well, no, there was a mistake made

in some of these accounts, the next two years I taught

S.M.:

up in the mountains.
S.M.: Where is this?

r r .
\J 9\J * • It was in Giles County,

only way I can think about it new is the Peace Corps

going to these different countries.

Oh, it was rough. The

I was no mere

prepared for that kind of life, because they were mountain

people. One of my friends up there said when the Lord



r 8

c rea ted heaven or ea r th, he made a lo t of ve ry f ine

peop le and pu t ' em up in Gi les County and then he

go t awfu l t i r ed and jus t dumped the res t.
S.M. : ( l augh te r )

C . C .: And the re were jus t two c las ses of peop le up

the re , they were rea l ly the very f ine , upper c l a s s ,

I guess you ' d ca l l ' em and then the the mounta in

peop le a re f ine peop le , bu t you' ve go t to unders t and

them and of course , I th ink , th ings have changed now.
But, I rea l ly jus t wasn' t p repa red fo r tha t k ind of

l i f e. But , I jus t d idn' t unders t and them, I d id

I on lyunders t and them a t the end of the schoo l t e rm,
taugh t f ive months .
I wasn' t p roud of my work up the re because my idea in

go ing up the re was jus t t c ea rn enough money to ge t

to Chicago or go to the Unive r s i ty of Vi rg in ia .
I he ld on to tha t ex t ra t ime , bu t I th ink tha t my

And the reason I went up the re ,

And

sa la ry was fo r ty -f ive do l l a r s a month.
S.M. : My gosh.

And my board was t en do l l a r s a month.
Tha t mus t have gone fu r the r than i t would

C . C . :
Q M. •

ever go today.
the re was no way of spend ing money a t a l l.Oh,C .C .:

S.M » : ( l augh te r ) TJ^ey we re i so la t ed .
C .C , : You were jus t ou t in the - and the peop le a f t e r

v were ve ry f ine , they ' r e

But I d idn ' t unders t and

you go t to know them and

very loya l and very f ine .
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toward the end of the school term why o many children

quit.r And I wasn’t very diplomatic because I just didn’t

understand the conditions, but finally one women told

me, you know when they ir only pair ofar out

shoes that’s nd, they can’t go no more.
'' Oh, my gosh.

C « C.; They have one pair of hoes and when they wear

out well they just stay home.

S.M.: They’re proud, very proud people.
*y’re very fine people. But

iv,* * *

C,C.: Oh they are, and J
_
i-

i just didn’t - I w&n’t prepared for it for that kind of

I did all right but l never thought thatbut I guess

I did as much as I should have done.

S.M.: Did you go to school after that9

I went to the University of Chicago. And,C.C.: Yes,

when i was in Farmville, I always said that I wanted to

teach as near Washington as possible. And I had a

friend that told me about this place here in McLean,

but she said that she couldn't accept it and she wanted

to know if 1'd be interested inil.it, so I wrote tc

in Washington in theMr. Sherman and I told—1'd be

middle of the summer so he wrote and he said that he'd

im. Sobe very glad tc have me come out and see

when I came to Washington- I had a funny experience

coming tc Washington. I was visiting some relatives

in Evanston. Do you knew where that is?

S.M.: That’s in IIlimeis?

And I came to Washington0 n .
Vs • YJ- * « Yes, north from Chicago.
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and I had a cousin that was very eight in the government

at that time, I wa just young and I didn’ t knew too

H® told me "have you emuch about it. r been to the

White House”and I said "Oil yes,

House.”
I've been to the White

He said "Well, you take this card and go around

to the office door"and he said "You’ ll see part of the

rite House that you haven't seen before and y u’11 meet

President Wilson."

•nr

and I just put the card In my

pocketbook and one day I was driving downtown, I was .n

front of the White House and I thought well, I’ve got

1'11 just get off and go in the Whitethis ticket,

So I went around to the office door and shewedHouse.
them the ticket and the guard said "Well, come right in,

President Wilson will meet you In about fifteen minutes."
Well , so I waited and there were just about ten

there but one was a great big Indian Chief, he’ d come to

people

see his G-reat White Father. And I was sc Interest d in

this chief that 1 really wasn't too much interested in

laughter)/Wilson. But the funny part about It was

there was a couple there that I had me in Evanston, tha 4-U

was in that room at that time.
o.A.; Ah, coincidence.
C.C.: Wasn't that.
S.M.; That is sonethins.v.J

So anyway, I met this president. There were two

- he didn' impress so much at that time, he seemed

p r*
W • W 0 *

thingso

rather cold, but I think that was the way he locked. But

A weekI was toe much interested In this Indian Cnief.
from that date the first Mrs. Wilson died. And I thougit
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And of course the war had broken outthat was . .
we weren't In itiustu it in July, I think itIwas9 9

was . .
n/r I!m not sure of the month.li' • «h- *

you don’t remember (laughter)

No I don't, definitely.
Well,

We11,c.c.;

Q, M.•tw,' » i» A «

C.C.: anyway, I think the war had just broken

out but wars were something I didn't know much about

then.
S.M.: Yeah.

I was always having some contact in some way with

rlis first wife died in 19lh and then he later

C.C.:
Wilson.
married Mrs. Gault.

She's the one that gets all the publicity.
Yes, and for some reason or another, I used,

during that period Washington was more or less a

I didnit think too much of meeting all

S.M.:
r r •W. » «

country town.
those people. It was just natural, we just took It

I did have relatives, Mrs. Lansing wasfor granted.
some relative of my mothers but I just didn't pay too

much attention to all that.
S.M.: Is that Mrs. Lansing?

Lansing was Secretary of State?C 9 9 9

Oh, I think it was.q M "O * w 9 *

I didn't thinkC.: Yes, he was Secretary of State.n
‘w? «

Well, anyway, I came out

It was supposed to be Great Falls

and I got on the electric railread and I found cut

too much about all tha b.
here to McLean.
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I had gotten on the Falls Church and the conductorthat

was very nice and he said "Well, we'll
right back to the station and then you get on the Great

So I came up to Great Falls,

lust take you

Falls car. I didn't get off

I got off at Spring Hill, that was the station.
And then Mr. Sherman met me in a horse and buggy.
at McLean,

S.M.: Oh my gosh.
h, there were no automobiles.C.: r\n

\J 9

S.M.: No?

None at all, maybe a few very wealthy people hadn r •u ^* «

automobiles. Well we didn't have the roads.
S.M *: No, I guess not.

Well, anyway, then he took me over to his house

and we talked awhile and he thought that as long as I

was continuing my education that I might be all right

n o •KJ 9 '•J • »

for this job. So I got it, but then I had to wait and

wait, the school building wasn't finished.
That's the Franklin Sherman School?S.M.:

C.C.: Yes. But it's almost impossible to explain to

anybody the conditions then and now. McLean, was just

a little rural village and the only reason there was

anything here at all was because the railroad came up

to Great Falls.
That's the electric railroad?

The electric road, it's now 123 (route).

And at that point they had to build a station.
the story goes that well what we going to name this

place, it didn't have a name.
Englesides, and the post office said that it couldn't

S.M.:
C.C,: Yes.

And

And somebcdy suggested
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be Englesiaes because there's an Englesides somewhere

else In the state, so they said well, why don't y

just call it McLean, he was the president of the railroad.
S.M.: That's where it comes from.

John R. McLean, and he wqsn't a very admirable

And some people really objected to it very

but there were just a very few people here,

was just one main street, Elm Street, you know where that

n C •

character.
much There

is?

S.M.: Yes, I know where Elm Street is.
Well, that was the main street, that's all thereC.C.:

was to it, then there was a few houses up on angleside

and then all the rest was farmland, just farms.

S.M.: Almost impossible to imagine now.-1- •—*

the Macks®.11C.C.: And the people in Langley, one family,

family had a home in Langley, but Mr. Mackall built a

two houses here in McLean on Elm Street, one for his

family and one for his wife's sister's family, because

they could move up here in the wintertime to be near

That road it was just a river of mud in

So they had to move up here to McLean,

this was their winter heme, Langley was their summer home.
Langley and Lewinsville both were settlements at

the car line.
the wintertime.

S.M.:
that time?

Langley was a very old settlement and

so was Lewinsville and the little one-room schools were

Oh, yeah.0.C.:

the few' people thatnot closed up the first year, because
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lived in that area didn't want to give up their one-room
schools because they were afraid they might never have

another school.
S.M•: They were concerned with the consolidated schools?

r. The idea of the consolidated school was new.C You» * •

know there's nothin' that hurts like a new idea.
(laughter) So often that's true.
They just couldn't see that consolidated school

S.M.:
r* n •V « V 9 « - i
that was a new idea.

Was this 19l)l?q M •O 9 9 * Sure.
C.C.: Yes, I91U. And then another thins, there was tre-V—/ *

mendous opposition to having a school here because there

weren't any children.
S.M.: (laughter)That's a good reason to oppose it.
C,G.: But, I taught here four years and I don't think

that I had but one or two Children that lived in McLean.
S.M.: They all came from other places around.

The first group that came down - it was the electric

My gosh.
n C.:\J 9

railroad that dictated what we would do, and when the

nchildren got beyond the fifth grade, why, then they came

But vou see, all this had to be
K' *down here to McLean.

built up. It's just like tryin' to build up something

that has no background to it.
Q w .O 9 9 « Sure.

And we were taught, while I was at Parmville, theC.G.:
great cry that year or while I was down there was the

So I was justschool should be the community center,

bursting with that idea that the school should be a
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community center. But it took a long time,the chool

was delayed and we only had twenty-nine pupils the

first day.
S.M.: For the ole school?

C.0'; Oh yes. There just weren't any children.
S ,U ,: Now what, grades was this?

C.G,: Well, we had two teachers, a Miss Skelton and

she had from the first to the sixth. Well, you see

And then, I had fromthere weren't very many children,

the seventh, well, only the seventh because nobody wa

any higher than that,

another grade in, but after we got

And then every year, I just put

going we were alwavs

dragging because we didn't have enough teachers. Fe

always started out with not enough of anything,

maybe I ought to tell you about the organization of

Well,

school. e didn't have any central, we had a county

superintendent, but he lived way down at Burke, I think

And he was quite old, and the county was bigit was.
hink I saw him but several times, theand I don't

whole time I taught.
S.M.: Is that Mr. Ball?

C.o.: And don't know that I ought to say it, IYes.
was progressive and he was just ready to retire and I

just couldn't hardly - well, I couldn't progress.
S1.Mu'? Be was a deterent to progressive people.

. But then I never saw him o he never botheredG.C,:

me.
S,M.: That was some help.
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H Ye .C was more of a politician, I think. t• •> *

that is what we had. Then each district in Fairfax had

its own little school board. We had Providence District

here, and we had three members on the school board. One

was Mr. Franklin Sherman, another was Franklin illiams,T*Tri

and one was Dallas Berry.
And we didn't have any contact with Fairfax at all, with

And that was the school board.

And to get from here

Id go to Chicago q icker than

any of the rest of the county,

even to Fairfax, well, I c

I could go tc Fairfax, back then.
Q iyr •O •u. • « That's unbelievable but I imagineMy gosh. f*

the roads were just so poor, then.
I think, thatunless you were on the main line,n n .

\J * • *

this ele triething that b ilt up McLean quickly wa

I was tellin' yo about the school beard.railroad.
Mr. Sherman died the following January.

In 1?1P.M.:Q
O•-

I think that was it, and Mr. Mackall tookn n m
* \J « • Yes,

his place.
S.M.: Now, what is that, how do you spell that name?

Mackall?

And then the next year, oh wellM-A-C-K-A-L-Ln n• v> # •

Can you1 told you about the organization cf the. i.

imagine going to a school to teach when there were no

box ofhad was a broom andthe only quipmsnt y

chalk.
That was all you had?

It would be just like moving into a new house-
S.M,:
C.C,:
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well, yes, we had the desk and a chair, but there were

no shades at the windows. And for some reason or other

I don’t know wiry, all the ceilings
t* * L ,>

Virginia were painted this midnight blue.
I don’ t know 'why that was.

that’s all we had and we had no electricity, nc running

in the homes all ever

It must have

been a cheap paint, But,

water.
S.M »: What about h at,what did you do for heat?

Well, we did have a central heating system, butn n
W « O * *

to get a janitor and just Imagine me

coming t a strange community and trying to find a.

i&nitor. One of the first things we had to dc was to

organize this schoolaand Civic League. Because if you

wanted anything there was nobody tc ask for it, you had

to get out and. get it.

S.M.: It wouldn't help ig you went to school board?

You had nobody t go to. There was just nobody

to go to, that's all. And there was quite a bit of

opposition to building that great big building, and

it was UD h rs

nc * \J « a

only using two rooms.
S,M*: I 'wondered?I was going to ask about that,Sure.

Let’s see, there were four rooms downstairsnC • '.J * *

But, I thoughtand two upstairs and then an auditorium,

the building was magnificent, because I had come from

this old run-down one room school in Giles C untv with

a stove that only had three legs and with the other one

And you had to depend on one of

gettin’ there before you did to get the fire

propt up on a bock.
the beys
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started. But I d n't knew, that wa lust the way that

they lived. t perhaps it was a little different with

me because I had lived in the city most of my young

more advantages than this,

course, wrhen I came here I thought this was beautiful.
S.M.:

life, and I had And of

Sure.
C.C.: But the sun would giare in there in the afternoon

and one of the first things we had to do was to get some

shades. But, where were we going to get the money. So

we had to organize - plays and put on entertainment and

have suppers to get money. And then we organized this

School and Civic League.
S.M,: Was that in 191b that y u did that?

C.C,; That was the first thing that we organized.
S.M,; The first thing, you had to.
C.C.: Really, we had wonderful oeonle here in McLean.

McLean's a1waysjust marvelous, and we always have had.
been very progressive,

stood it, but I guess you can stand a good many things

But the worl£, I don* t see how I

And then we were erathusia tic andwhen you're young.

we certainly had some wonderful people here,

we organized that School a nd Civic League and I don't

And so,

nd then later on , thehow I would have survived.
Masons organized, the Masonic Qrder, and they met in

And the Baptistthe school house on Monday nights,

a few Baptists got together and they wanted to organize

the school house on Sundays.a church so they met in

Sc it did become a community center?S.M.:
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C.C.: Oh yes There was just the one-room Epis opal

Church, do you know anything about that?

S.M *: Not much. St John’s Episcopal Church?

C.C.: Yes. Well, that's the church t I wa Ion.
don't know how I would have survived without these

organizations that helped. This old church was right

next to the school house. Nov/, there were two other

churches here in McLean, one was at Lewinsville and

the other was at Langley.
q lyr • I see.
C.C.: There's a gas station there now.
is the rectory (she shows a picture).

And then this

q M What street was this on?

Well, that was on 123 (route).C.C.
S.M. Yeah.
C.C. Tills house is still there, but it's seme kind of

I don't know what it is.
S.M*: Commercial though, isn't it?

n p 4» p
v *o • But, the people in the 3church were justV 7-Yes.
marvelous, and they were very fine peoole. Seras of

our most prominent members came down from that country

club area. You see this is the only Episcopal Church

in this area. The minister up there was one of the

first peoole I met in McLean, in fact I married his
i

(laughter)son-in-law.
S.M.: Who was the minister there?

C.C.: Mr. Painter. But, we just had to work and organ-
ize and then we had this auditorium up there and we had

well, when we organized that School and Civic League,



20

it was just an empty auditorium,

as this whole floor down here.
It was maybe as big

And we just had to

it on the stage and the first thing we had to do was

to get some lamps and seats. me just had to start froma

scratch.
S.M.: And were you all the ones that organized the McLean
Days?

c r • Yes, and then we organized the McLean Day and

that went over big.
S . i£ : Oh ^ure.
C.C.: And we gave plays, but yc see It was the onlv

thing that there was here.
S.M *: Sure.
C.G.: Everybody was working for that,

wasn't much money. Nobody had much money then, but it

But then there

went much further than it does now. I bought shades

and I wrote to Mr. McLean thinking that maybe he would
•—*

make a donation, but I > never heard from him. I did

v/rite to Mr. Lighter.
S.M.: Was he with the railroad also?

Lighter lived down on the river, a very

they had built a read from George-
C.G.: No. Mr.
wealthy oerson and he,

town to his heme. Out where the reads , the government

Oh I forgot whatreads organization has that place now.
You know what I'm?thev call the name of it.

S.M.: I think so, down by the river.
This Lighter Mansion was such a magnificent thing

he called it his country home and he was

C.C.:
but of course,
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a very wealthy, you know Marshall Fields in Chicago

they have a magnificent store in Chicago. And I

think Lighter was one of his partners. Well, anyway

he sent me ten dollars and. I bought two pictures for

the wall because that ceiling was o ugly. And we

finally got some new shades but, it was really a twenty-
I didn’t do anything but just work for

that school and sleep and eat when I had to.
four hour job,

S.M.: You taught there for four years?

C.C.: Yes.
S.M.: Until you were married?

C.C.; Yes, four years. Where was I?

S.M,: With the Civic . .
C.C.: Oh yes, Well, we organized that and then we had

had a play every month.plays every.
: Every month.

We

MQ
« ifi «

And we finally got through that first year,

and then another thing the grounds were just as they

And the boys used to bring

shovels and rakes and things and they leveled off the

Yes.

were left from the building.

ground and planted trees.
Q M .O •in * • Sure.

But, I will say that the four years I ’was there,

I never had one problem in discipline, I never had one

H f *

I think there was a window broken, oract of vandalism.
something broken once, but it was an accident.

That's unbelievable, that’s great though.S,M.:
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They had to work hard to get those things, and when you

work hard to get 'em, your not going to destroy them.

S.M,: That's true. Do you remember some of your

pupils that y had?

G.C,: Oh yes. In fact I had a class reunion last

month. They were a good class of children. One girl

that I had was so smart that I thought, her papers

were so perfect that she probably couldn't have written

But it was continuous always and she was really

a secretary to me, cause I had to teach all day long

and then after that, I organized this library and then

And then

them.

i was a librarian for two hours after that.
I'd come home and eat supper and probably go back to

plan for entertainment or somethin'.
You just didn't have any time at all.S.M.:
Well, there was really nothing much to do.n n

•Ji t u » •

will sayI always used to go in town,

that the transportation was wonderful.

TOn Saturday.

What ever happened to the electric railroads?S.M,:
Well, after the automobile came in, that died out.G.C.:

we had a church " a church at Lewinsville a nd oneBut,

these churchesBut the attendance at any ofat Langley.
I don't suppose we ever had mere than , and the Episcc-

but I don't think we hadpal Church was easy to get to,

much more that thirty or forty people in the congre-
And I used to go up to Lewinsville, In thegation.

cause the ministers wculdn't come everyt >-afternoon1 s

Sunday, maybe every other Sunday and it would be In
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the afternoon. And I don't know many time there

were just five or six people and the same way down at

Langley.
S.M.: And the e re all Epis pal churches?

C.C.: No, the Presbyterian Church was at Lewinsville

and the Methodis Church was down at Langley. But,

they all worked together, but you just couldn't get to

Lewinsville. You couldn't get to Langley, just rivers

of mud.
S.M.: Bell, you came in just after the school was opened?

Twe Franklin Sherman School?

C.C.: Well, I opened it.
S.M,: Now, you must ha

own curriculum and how you were going to run the school?

Yeah. been ab to set vour

C.C.: Oh, I one of ~my former teachers the

other day, an d somebody said what kind of a

ye .
her s

TfoucjkiofiMiss She aid 11 right, she never

bothered us. (laughter)
were dedicate and they certainly couldn't have

in way, I think, theC

taught for the money, because I dc-n't think I got but

fifty dollar? a month for eight months, and the others

ot maybe forty-five or six.
That's not very much.
So, a teacher didn't get that muc

O’
O

Q M ••W * • *

V,p n •sj * V * « ii•

I think we did have dedicated teachers, they wereQ M *tv.' « • *

very interested in it. And another thing* the bright

students went ahead at their own ra . i think maybe /-

ideas were very good.of thoss
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S.M.: Sure.
C.C.: The Individual dev loped jus cording to t' ir

caoac itv.
11S.M.: vo had ha ience with that yourself,

u knew the value of it, actually.
n I didn1n realize tha I did. Of course, thingsu • » .

weren't crowded, we plenty of r

Ip- the masons met there on Monday

And them we

had ndous

night and they were a tremendous help,

they had a lot right next to the school house,

they finally decided to sell that and

And they hetight,

ut

un to another

place. And another thing, we were really noted in the

state for being the first to have an incorporated

incorporsted that. AndScho 1 and Civic League.
ot on the schoolthen, I think, after Mr. Mackali rro

board, they wanted to bring children up here from

Langley. So they had a school bus,

was an old Model T Ford and the children just limbed

the sc ol busb

around a hive. If theyon that Ford, lust like

could get in well all right, if they didn't they'd

just hang on the outside, (laughter) And that was the

first school bus in the state of Virginia.
That's the way they gotS.M,: Oh, I didn't know that.

to Franklin Sherman School from Langley?

,C.: Yes. They came up from Langley.
S.M,: Did you have any children come to school on

r

the electric train? >

There was ait started out that way.
down from Chesterbrook and from Spring

C.C.: Oh yes,
group that came Hill.



25

But t he r ea son I d ic in ' t have bu t one o r two ch i l d r en

f rom McLean was because nobody l i ved much in McLean.
I have a p i c tu r e c f i t , ( t he c l a s s )

done ve ry we l l. Th i s boy has tu rned in to a ve ry

succe s s fu l l awye r .
v

They a l l have

q M • Who i s he , now?

C. C .: Harmon Swink, he ? s r e t i r ed new.
q* M •v„) (3 i ) 0 * Yeah, he s t i l l l i ve s in the a r ea, doesn ' t he ?

C .G . : Ye s , Wel l,he l i ve s down he re i n Ar l i ng ton.
they were n i ce ch i l d r en, th i s g i r l was a p re t t y good

And t h i s one has beau t i f u l g r ay eyes , she

and he r husband have a beau t i f u l f a rm up on Lee Highway

muse i am.

I gues s .
S.M.: Who i s she ?

E l i z abe th Wi lk s r s ( ? ) and she ca r r i ed an

I' m so r ry tha t i t ' s cu t o f f .
r r •u * * She wa

Th i s i sOswa ld Ca ree r .
a b r igh t -A ' l i t t l e boy .
S .M.: Who ' s t ha t ?

And t h i s g i r l,I' ve fo rgo t t en wha t h i s name i s .
she was a Gan t t f r om Lang ley .
Do l ly Mad i son, he r ances to r s ' home , whe re Do l ly Mad i son

C . C , :

I t was he r house t ha t

s t epped when she came to Vi rg in i a .
S.M, : Sa lona ?

I t was down he reNo, i t was a t the Gan t t f a rm.C . G , :

a t t he top of Cha in Br idge Road .
S.M.: Oh I see.

I ' m go ing to send th i s p i c tu r e t o one o f t he seC.C.: /

s t uden t s , bu t i t ' s ha rd fo r anybody in th i s age t o r ea l i z e ,
I th ink abou t a l l the th ings

bu t we had a good t ime .
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that people have to have now, and you don’t really have

to have so much.
S.M.: It looks that way sometimes.

Of course, there’s so many more people now

and then gradually all this land around here - the

C.C.:

farms were sold.
Q M • Well, you've watched McLean grow up, actually.
C.G.: Oh my, yes.
S,M.: All of it just kind of developed.
0.G.: Oh yes. But everybody knew everybody else. And

really going in on that electric train was just kind of

a social event, because you just knew everybody on it.

Arad the transportation, really was good. And Georgetown

was our home town. I mean we didn't have anything -
we had one store in McLean, right at the crossroad and

you could buy a few groceries there and the post office

was in one corner, but you couldn't buy any thread,

know if I wanted a spool of thread I had to go to George-
Now, you could

You'd have to go all the way

I

Georgetown was our home town,

never get tb Palls Church,

to Georgetown and take another streetcar to Falls Church.

town.

S.M.: The roads were impassable?

C,C.: We did have a county fair and the school children

had to march. And the only way we could get up to Fairfax

was to get a team of horses and , it wasn't a hay wagon.
It was just a wagon with sides. What kind of a wagon

is that?

I don't know.C M .
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C.0.: You know it's hard to think about these things.
I'm not that familiar with wagons.

G.G : Well, it was enclosed. We just put straw in the

bottom of it and we had'one of the farmers around here

S.M.:

furnish the horses and team to take the children up

there to the fair grounds. And they participated in

that program whatever it was.
S.M.; It was a county fair for . . .
C.C.: Yes, going up to Fairfax was really quite a . .
It was a days journey to go up there and back again.
One time, we had a teachers meeting in Alexandria, and

I didn't know how we were going to get there, so one

of the farmers here lent us his horse and buggy and we

but that was an all day trip.drove over to Alexandria,

.: Oh my gosh. It took you all day to get toT\ /is.ft

Alexandria.

Oh, it took all day long,

accessible, we could get to Georgetown,

we did cur banking and got our groceries,

was in town, every year there were a few more automobile .

l8ll nev r forget when 123 was macadamized, but before

there was all those rough rodks, you had to

anyway, no matter what condition it was in.
terrible rocks and all that drive to Langley was just

Georgetown was veryC.C.:
That's where

And when I

the road

And those

agony.

About when was it macadamized?Q ¥ •Kj * L- 0 *

Along about that time. I'veWell, maybe 1917*r c •v * •

got to tell you about Wilson's election, this would be

Well, we thought ithis second term, in 1916 was it.
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would be so nice to have a meeting in the chool house,

and have a special phone put in, cause we didn't have

any phone. So, someway we had a phone put in the building

and we went there election night. And every once and awhile

maybe every half hour or smething, why, the returns would

come in. Let's see this was Wilson and Hughes. And we

waited and waited, of course, it took a long time to get

the returns from, we didn't get the returns from Cali-
fornia, that was too late. 'ut by the time that we

couldn't stay there any longer, I guess about midnight,

it wa decided that Hughes was elected.
S.M.; Oh my gosh.

The telephone message came in and Hughes was

elected. Well, that pleased the Republicans very much

C.C.:

Andand this Mr. Mackall was a very staunch Democrat,

several of the men, I didn't know anything about this

till the next day, but several of the men went down and

draped the entrance to his heme in black crepe.
S.M.: (laughter)

And then of course, the nextto console him.C.C.:
morning the report came in that Wilson was re-elected
so the tables turned again.

Well, that brings up the subject of politics,

was there alot of political activity in McLean at that

S.M.:

time?

In fact,Why yes, we had prominent people here.
one of the commissioners of

C.C.:
one member of the church was
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Washington. Washington was governed by three men. There

were prominent Washington people,

of the Georgetown residents used to have country homes

out here.

1'11 tell you, lotd

So they were interested, in f ct, I guess they

originally came from this area. Yes, we had some very

prominent people here in McLean.
S.M,: What about county politic ? What were they like?

Oh well, I guess they were dead.
S,M,: Not much happened.
C.C.: Ntf. But they were ’iery fine people . I could

go up to the court house, if I needed any. Later on

C.C.:

after my husband died, I went up there to settle his

estate and oh, the commissioners and everybody was just

wonderful. They were just wonderful. If I would go up

there now, I'd just be in astrange c untry.
nobody would know you.
Moore.'(/), he lived in Fairfax.

I mean

And then there was R. Walton

He was very interested

in McLean.
S.M. Who was this now?

R. Walton Moore. And he was in Gongres .C.C.
S.M, From Virginia?o

Congressman from this area. And there was another

family here, a Ball family, that as very active. Stuart

Ball was the first president of the . . . well, his mother,

no . . . they were direct descendants of

mother. They were a very prominent family, and his father

I think, was appointed the Territorial Governor of Alaska,

C.C.

orge Washington's
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when we first bought Alaska. I think that’s right, I'm

not - anyway they lived up there for awhile.
Q M . In Alaska?

Yeah.C.C.: They were prominent pe pie. Now, if you

want to get off on ether subjects, Salona, here was

very prominent.
S.M.: You taught then to 1918. Did you meet your

husband in McLean?

I met him at the church door, (laughter)C.C.:
Q M •O * • E. * • That wa Mr. Painter’s . .

His first wife was Mr. Painter’s daughter and sher r •
S-v.•e

But the Painters weredied, scorn after I came here.
very - it was the Episcopal Church but he was the only

minister in the neighborhood, he just wasn’t strongly

I mean he was just wonderful todenominational.
everybody, and he was very much loved. And a ther

the firsthe was a full-time minister. Hething,

He lust went wherever he was neededminister.full-f
resardless of where he was called.
S,M.: Sure.
C,C.: Then, he died in 1916 , I think, or '1?. Well,

I? ve forgotten just when he died. But the church was

a strong backer of everything we did in the school,

were two things that-. I would think that I did put into

day we opened, w e raised the flag

Star Spangled Banner but we broke

We just cculdn' get through

it. I thought well, if I can pos ibly do it,

the school. The fir 4-

and tried to sing the

efore we finished i .a
T^ going
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have some i c i n th i s schoo l . So, I th ink 5•J

yea r o r two, I d id t a mus i c fce che r, t

pay he r . We ad. t o am the money and pay

he r .
c w •O- •‘ i • • reme mber who the mus i c a c he r aBo y

Yes , i t was Mrs . Walke r, f r Herndon. Ohn r •' j « * *

she came down and then she wou ld g ive p r iva t e l e s sons

So we a l so had a r e l i g ious educa t i on

of cou r se wou ldn' t be pe rmi s s ib l e now.
a f t e r schoo l.
t e ache r , wh ic

<5 K • Who was t h i s ?

l i ve fo rgo t t en wha t he r11, he came f rom up,p p
\j * \J " <*

We had i t i nname wa , bu t she came f rom Ar l i ng ton.
the s ix th g rade .

ju s t i n the s ix th g rade tha t you had r e l i g ion.S.M. I t was

s i x th and seven th.C . G , I t h ink i t was ,

And wha t d id she - was i t ca t ech i sm?S.M -
she ju s t t augh t t he h i s t o ry of t he B ib l e,

i t was undenomina t i ona l, bu t I don ' t t h ink we

Wel l,C.C .
n anvt/U

I j u s t don' t m-
the r e was ab o lu t e ly nc ob j ec t i on

i t , eve rybody was ve ry en thus i a s t i c abou t t ha t .

Ca tho l i c s i n the commun i ty , a t a l l.
Bu t anyway,be r.

And s he

was a good t eache r .
%* spn?t “ Ablackt r vsany

V
L i io ro /•» nvi , were a.n- ±

Oh my nc.^ • v

w
None.

ry f inea lways had some
O

They have a l i t t l e e t t l en i en t up

We d id have , we T r *

«

b l ack f ' l i e s he re . /

ou t he r e on Lewinsv i l l e Road .he re a t
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S.M.; Odrick’s Corner, is t • t it?

C.C.: Yeah Odrick’s Corner. And had one of the-tj

women who c clean the house, she taught me

everything I knew about housekeeping, (laughter)

But they were very fine, they were good people.
I see some of the grandchildren

I tell you alot of the colored people had inherited

They

were very good people.
now.
land from their owners, and they were good: they were

very fine people. They really were, but then at that

time you had the separate schools. Tjaey had little school

up there, I gue s. And you know even new, we don’t have

enough black people in cur area too much. The one

have are very good, they’re very fine. I just think

alot of some of ’em . I have one man that comes here and

lust think alot of him.
C*

S..M.: You retired in 1918, you were married, not retired

works for me and

but you stopped teaching?

Yes, well, at that time married women were netC.C.:
supposed to work.
S.M,: Oh, I see that was the . .

I didn't want to anyway and then I tell you the

And during
C.C.:

I was married during wartime,

that war everybody was very enthusiastic, we were going

there and beat up the Germans and that was going

war came on.

over

No more wars, and ev rybody wasto end wars .forever.
No, I think the school went downvery enthusiastic.

rapidly after that because of these people -
And then that next year, the

the bodies of the soldiers

the war

disorganized everything,

first Ghristmas after that,
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were being - coining back

ing piled up over there.
Arlington nd they were just

d to go ver there, theyI

were just piled up one on top of another,

just pathetic.
Oh, it

S.M.: Was that to b buried in the cemetery?

They were buried in the Arlington.C,C.: And then on

top of that we d that awful outbreak of flu. And

there really weren’t enough coffins. You couldn't bury

people cause they didn’t have enough coffins.
S,M.; My gosh. The epidemis was that bad?

C.C,: Oh, that was just awful.
S.M * ; When was this, in 1918?
G,G.; That was in the end of 1918 and. the beginning

of 1919 « And of course the school - everything was

disorganized. That was really just awful. And every

time I got a letter I'd hear of somebody. My mother

got a letter from a little girl down near where we lived,

and she said, it was Christmas- she wrote it on Christmas

Dhy. She said "We are all well, but mother died this

morning." And there were not enough doctors, there were

not enough nurses, there were not enough coffins. I know

in my family, my mother - I wasn't married but two or

three months before I had a family of five. My husband

I think hehad a son about five years eld, s seven.
Mv father had died and he had to sell the farm and my

And everybody -mother and sister came up to visit us.
husband had the flu and his mother came ever from

My sister had the flu
t/

my

Annapolis to look after him.



my mother looked after And the lit le boy

That lly s

o

had the flu and I looked after him.
just awful.
S.M.: Did you 1 inMcLean a that ime?

0.G.: Yes, lways lived right over- I s' ill own my

house on Elm Street, right f. the post off ’

j
O *** Q cr

but I rent it an office building,

not a good usines proposition at all, cause the

taxes and upke is just awful.
anywhere in the county,

it’s not an ‘isset all.

But it's

Q M » •
"Ml-• • Ye 9

r r •by * *
•r*

Until I sell it.S pn

Well, I always lived on that treet, i came ever3

here when it got too much traffic over there. We

were out in the woods here and n they cut down,

every tree and put up townhouses.
The * s no e ping, (laughter)

live always thought *
. an was wonderful olace

I:,ive had wonderful advantages,

go into Washington a great deal and I have had some

really wonderful experiences.

S.M,:
r

to live. I used to

I wa with Mrs. Roosevelt

to bedied.when cr

And thissome charity organiza ions in Washington.
Thrift Shop Tea was given at the Sulgrave Club.
S.M*: is this?

Sulgrave Club.r r *

Well,going to t t.
went the Corcoran rt Gallery and

c wr •
i .̂ * -til » * I went in nd itown

in the

of my boys had put some kind of hook on the end

I ft tir, to hook Her to, I gues .of the
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Corcoran Ar t Ga l l e ry and I mus t have backed up a l i t t l e

b i t . as I hooked the ca r in back of me. But I d idn ' t

r ea l i ze i t , and go ing ac res . Pennsy lvan ia Avenue

and a po l l know what waT d idns toppe t -f -

t r a i l in ' th i s .I though t tha t Ithe mat t e r . ij

f i na l ly go t tha t s t r a igh tened

ou t and by the t ime tha I go t ve r to the Su lg rave

ca r a long the re . Wel l,

qu i t ec 5Club, the re was no p1 to park. q me

a nark ing
A opark , we l l, f ina l ly

e and then I went in and when I went in Mrs. Rooseve l t

1ong t ime o

i

She was a lways t every organ iza t ion, andwas t a lk ing

Ishe was t a lk ing. And the p lace sc crowd d

cou ldn' t ge t in to the main room. Tha t ' s in an o ld home

and I was in the midd le -* t h i s b ig ha l lway ,

was the re as you go up t the te l ephone and the hos tes s

Mrs . Rooseve l t had f in i shed and somebody e l se

I

said

s id tha t sheta lk ing. sswas

was so r ry to break in to the program but the Whi te House

And I was s i t t i ng a lmos twas ca l l ing Mrs . Rooseve l .
- lep tocme . -

Abou t ' .e i gh t o r n ine fee t .
here .am to tha t mi r ro r overas ne ^ T°

$.M.:
he wentohone and

4-C . C .: Uhum, And she answere

back and ta lked to the hos tes s and she sa id tha t

1ca l l ewould l ike to be exc ed , because s a cK
1'

t o the Whi te House . And d idn' t th ink any th ing abou t

i t , bu t .ve h d the recep t ion, every th ing was ve ry e l s-
home .I ct vt e s, a ndhadthen.

_J
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And I was si t'ting on the porch and one the neighbors

girls went by and said "Roosevelt j t died this after-
O

noon.” And my daughter said "Why did not,

eveIt."
my mother

just

girl s- id "Well,if yc

aw Mrs. I id well Charlotte the

don't believe me go and urn on

your te vision set." I aid " 11 Charlotte, maybe

that was the mes age."
on the television ."

id "You better go and turn

Q M •• hi• • levision at that tiYou ha 9

Well, later, RooseveltthisC r. Tl l9 H 1 ••

h, 19)4^ or 46,Q M .
O # hi * » think.

radio. He had diedC.C.: Yes, so we turned

there. Up until the 8e end World

it was kind of a friendly country place. I mean you

didn't think anything about meeting or eeing official ;.
you were 1 t worried about crime a 1 hings

War,while we

C? M •

like that?

just nothin’ likeOh, my goodness no. Theren c *\J * KJ> » 0

that.
Well, you'.lived in McLean during the pre '3ion,«3 M *

did that effectdidn't you? What were things like here,

this area very much?

theC.C.: 0h>. Tha wasn't oIt

Very suddenly

And just two years before that, my daughter

d down. For

Depression as it band

in 1936.
j st two months Id, our U ot.r1]*3//as

on the housewe did have v% n Y'. rr,onsome

, we had all that tot.but he furniture run

1
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go through. "nd hen two year? after that Then wev «!-*
rebuilt, in a way l g nfs some good cô es out bad.
Because we had s muc tro 1' getting the insurance

from that house, that -.c had bought th> land across the

street my big And weis now. uilt thatK
J

house there, in the v.an time, when we finally got the

insurance, we built tha Money went a long way*

then, so we rebuilt the house across the treet. and

in finished.before we had house that we 1'

that other hou e finished to get theOur idea was

So,Inc from it, that wcul pay off the exoenses.
ttled and then two years later, hewe finally got that 3

v>ita1, *rdied ry uddenly t wav : o the JL

And Iwas left with almost unfinished h us* >*»,**!

i could hardly tell the differencedidn’ t knew a thing,

screw and a nail.be

o Y\ *J * AT•• Oh no

Of course this came up later, my money t ~T~
1r n •'•-/ m O « #

t went bankruntnsion,paid in for t Teac Tot sJL

And we didn’ tand T couldn’ t get anything out of that.
f-that had run ouhave anv insurance on the furniture,

O *
U #

w11h went oa^tlal1”the firm this prance,And W3SIP

, I tell you . .

Realize o it a tî e.
V -j

bankruo O4-U •
O A/ ,

but i*y o1dst boast n,• v. Mv sten-son was
t/

the sther was f urteen.only sixteen land *•

into two yearI did ’-ulld it11,had gone
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high school. But then things vi,r:s lwnys changing an

thev declue that ^hev -cull ha

Fairfax. years that they needed •',
teda

high sch

everyth!ng was

1 4-

just not- was very poor. So I sent then

to a prlva school up in Maryland. Chi1 rer can’t

ive it to them.wa' f ducation, you’ve got I- rq i

M.: You ment.ione ’ Mr. 11, at the time,

. Do you remember when Mr.
Q w,hsn

#

caching and nrincinlewe

r. retire ok ever or was 1wnd Mr. Woods

after you . <?

192q1’11 11 you, I f ’ Y that was ab to *
v- 3

organise theI was very active bee us

unty PT&’s.
Ipe

When I was first teas n Ijt

PTA in Virginia at all.firs started ut, was no

T4-The ]y thing that would n >» i.

this .1UStSchoo1 an Le

a stale organi tion, And ..

spre d acres the ountry, why the s< ho 1 became in-

! of aourse

PTA organi tionr t

wasn't successftere te 1 in that . i

get anywhereause we couldnf 4-organiz v-h_ county

to Vienna because a friend and I organized

u

I did go

Ik over4-up to Fairfax

the radio, but t t's i t like talking t

one there. And ic/• Xn *

iec orX

furni ure.
get no reaction.Q M "

,-W ft ft •
ir

at all.1rn nc ref :
•sJ »\s * *

This was in the twen is?Q M *• i -i* *

late twenties'.in theitVeil, I gue

The late twentie

r: r • wa

-S V *CS •iVi * «
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C.C.t Yoa ooulfn t do anything .runty ide until

got good boa .
S.Y.: Fight.

y~

*r understand that Kr. Hail and Mr. ’f'oodson

b. bh acting as superintendent.S

r n • 11, I went down to Richmond, I used to go

this c nv nticn down there and I told whoever

was stat . superintendent, T:ve forgo ' ten who

said Mr Hall, I didn't have anything against him personally

b * I said "Your .school in the county are definitely in

need n leadership," and

and I said "Please can't you do something to get us a

new superintendent." And then Mr.

11 ~rwas. a.

lust don't have it,"U'XHQsaid

co up here

Mr. 11 was the Idand then things began to .
cenditions were s •:h tho +school. I don't ' him,

you just couldn' t.
It was a changing environment.rrQ ivi « :u.*

get r ds and d get sruntil we c-i * X~J » » J

anything. Ngw, I tell you,

ol is r'. pen ible for. A

why you couldn't

thing that

r

9

legisla11 rected to the sFranklin Williams wasMr. 9i.V

is district schoo1brokewas the oneand

This school has"organised county ehools.
ideally had an effect on t he sfc

ysten, i1

vstem, i man-? wavs.
en a leader init's nv ar as.

t/
•*s 3

Q H.T. * It looks that way.
think we . ally - are responsib for b aking

t sahool tem, and ving a c unty

C.C.:

down t i-U

But, you know, . airfax County is big c unty.
Q M •• • It1 mas ive *
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And It mg net sr r' «
9 W * • much the Individual, hut it

nireumstances. And "cLean cut off,W3S

ut off from the- rest of the cc in thiswe were

And then, of c urse, our churches you knew has

. I think we’ve organized fme churches

Well, we organized the church down at -

area.
erfu1 1w

from this

the area near he countrv club. St. Marvfs. Then we

had one up here at - 'well I don’t know, there were five.
We helpe to organize a church in Arlington County. I

think we’ve five.
S.M.: Well, as the area has grown, you've had need for

that many more.
p p *U « v/ * * Do yo know the church is now?

Q- * IV: • • I know where that is, the new one?Ye s ,

C.C.: I was very activeYes. It’s been verv active.
IJ

in 1932, I think, it wasin the church too.

during the Washington Bicentennial, and we thought that

Salona, which hadn't dwe’ d one never.
open that a makewe’ d have a teine fcho re,

it into a celebration.
Is this the church group?n wr •O • 4.1i * *

11. Ye11., thiYe . Now where . . th‘C.C.: is

back you up- vou had to get prominent names tIS

well t ose are the onebut I don’t know who was in

They were nigh official in

And then we had - well,

leeks through her papers and books)

t the home open?

'’ere we had to open it we

the patronesses.that

time.ttthe gevernme

(let’s ee.

S.M•: But, you all

C.C.: Yes, but god ‘3rvt

i
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there, i never will forget i , It wo 3 really a struggle,

ge that cl aned up. We11, th i 3 g tv • a littleO r

bit of i .
c* M *

# * Oh, I see.
n r *

* W • c But, we got an a lot of nublicit?.
* O

was

pub11 ity chairman.
Q M # •
iw * -*U * This is the Guild of St. John' Church.
r n
,J » W * • also written up in - y u seen

old oictures of Fairfax. re's the

S.M.: There's the court e and there's Sahna X1-r.d ne

old Gunnell mansion , that's in Fairfax too.
G.C.: Oh yes, Fairf x is really about as dead a

Williamsburg and Alexandria. I don't know where that

is. Anyway that was quit a big vent #

e Tv" • I s it was.s

C.C *: My ma ;rial is net organized .

I always think someday I'm g ing to get organized, b '
11, I on't knew.

there it is. I thinkwe had this special article

doingNow, what are yoI have an extra copy of that.
ing a- are you in this for a thesis.are yo

, this is just for the county,

you employe by the county?

S.M.:
C.C.: We11,

S.M.: Yes.
Oh I se .rC. * e

trying* to pre erve actual reminis-u C.J •*-The C i sion iS.M.:
cones of . .

Well, I tell you, other parts of theC.C.: Oh I

progre sive as Me n hascounty haven't been qui

been. But, that may due to our nosition rTV-
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q M .
K -i- * Ifi * o There were quite a few f miliea arn

Magari11es and the.

here, the

mentioned . .yo11

C ,G.: The Mackail .
Q M -O•-.vj * « Mackalls yeah, I always mispronounce that.
C.C.: Mackail yes.
S.M *: uite f w others, s ' t!s n c i te a

prominent area.
r~i ! ^ Yes. And t 11 family was very very active

here were re lly leaders.The people t

only here but in Washington as .v

S.M.; This community has been a uburban area In a

11

for 'te a long period of time alth ugh thereq

wasn't subdivisions?

C.C *: it was reallv a country village.v v QNo,

S.M': to Washington so youBut, you had y acces

could revo

C.c.: We looked towards Washington becauseOh ye ,

that was all.rest of the county inpossible to get j—s

S.lVi Yes, you re cut off by transportation.
Sspe ‘ lly at the beginning.C.C.

q Mo * / # TJhum.
Well at Langley, they used to drive the c ttle

down a long time ago, they

from Leesburg to Washington.

0.0(8,

rive the cattle downd

I think that they stooped

t was one stop, and thent the Dranesville Tavern, t

they’ d get the cattle as far as Langley and stop at t

Then the next day they'd go on intoLan̂CU. J. rn.
Washington.
S.M.; Was that ‘ go to the stockyards over there?
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C.C,; I just heard people talk about it. That 7’as long

before my ti'.
S.M.: We11, remember when, the Chain Brid ;e was hed»• Q t

away, I imagine in !36?
C,C.: Yeah, we an actual link from Chain Eri t

the opening of Salcna.
3 •-.J • * * The original.
C ,C.: Ye , from the ori -inal Chain Bridge,

our members, Mr. Foster 1 ’

One of

in the c untry club.
I don't knew what you call

s dir

What 11 9you

it,but it's j t Arl * -
lle Arlington, it

Well, even th n it wasn't

lie lexandria.r* >

Alexandria Countv that was then.
ty

R - M.:*

C.C.: Yes.
y d the back?S.M * ; 1921 that'•'a

think it later than that, 1 I guess. .C ,C.: T
JL

xtra c eov ofhought I had anI ,] t don1 t know. T 1*1

tha , that I could gi to you.
lly ni , we c 1 ito M " t uld 1 V) o

a part of the . .
jus 4-We11, »tI know I've got one.n r •'J «

_
/ * to

many * .sfjt r*£s

Ion-2; time.forThe Pmoot family i.n lived

Q y\ •Q• hi.» The Smoots.
Well, I'llowners of Salcna.Yes,r c •'j* w * * v we•J

find i 4-t'•
I ‘ ' ink 1'veall right.•|Okay.Q M • td.

gotten i‘ a bit cf what . .
forever.P going

You've been ro" lly quite a bit
1 , you can just

That's true.
r n •O * # *

Q M
9 ivf.•

of help, and I appreciate it. i



give my permissionI)

for the interview in which I have participated on

in conjunction with the FairfaxAu ust 12, 1971

County History Commission's Oral History Program, to

become a part of the Oral History Collection and be made

readily available for the use of scholars, historians,

and other interested persons.




